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I was reading an article on 
Learning Liftoff by Lauren Martin about 
digital footprints and see a need to share 
her thoughts with you.  Now that iPads have 
been distributed to most students in SPPS 
and the explosion of social media, smart 
phones, and tablets has created a society 
that spends a large part of its day online-
even surpassing television. In fact, “the 
average young person ages 8–
18 consumes 7.5 hours of media per day 
outside of school.” But because of our 
constant activity online, we are all leaving 
behind a “digital footprint,” which can be 
especially dangerous to kids and teens. 
 

A digital footprint is the 
information left behind from the gamut of 
online activities, including email, photo and 
video uploads, and social networks—which 
are one of the top sources of digital 
footprints. 

If not maintained properly, kids’ 
digital footprints can have upsetting effects 
on their future. A Kaplan survey found that 
“27% of admissions officers checked Google 
and 26% looked on Facebook as part of their 
applicant-review process, and thirty-five 
percent of those doing so—compared with 
12% in 2011—found material that negatively 
impacted their view of a student.” 
 

While kids might not yet 
understand the potential impact of their 
digital footprint, it’s still important to talk 
to them now and help ensure they have a 
positive online reputation. Here are five 
tips on what to say to your kids about their 
digital footprint: 
 
1. Think before you post. Are you saying 
things that you wouldn’t necessarily say to 
someone’s face? Is it mean or disrespectful? 
You shouldn’t be posting things that can be 
considered bullying, blackmail, an insult, or 
afflicting harm on others. In short, treat 
others as you would want to be treated. 
 
2. Avoid inappropriate pictures. Don’t 
post anything that could embarrass you 
later. Something may be funny now, but if 
found by the wrong person, could damage 
your reputation. This is especially 
important for teenagers who may be 
participating in risky behavior that 
would cause a potential employer or 
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college to think twice about them. 
 
3. Information can be 
permanent. Educational Technology and 
Mobile Learning advises, “Always keep in 
mind that once information has been 
posted online, it can be almost 
impossible to remove because of 
archiving and file sharing. Even though 
you deactivate your accounts, the 
information may still be retrieved by 
others.” 
 
4. Lock down privacy settings. Many 
social media sites allow you to choose 
how secure you want your account to be. 
For example, on Facebook, you can 
choose not to be searchable and to only 
have your friends able to view your full 
profile. 
 
5. Google yourself. This could be 
the first step that employers and colleges 
take when considering your application. 
It’s important for you to understand what 
they might find and try to remove 
anything damaging if possible. 
 
McAffee suggests having your kids ask 
themselves these questions before 
posting anything: 
 
Is this something you really want 
everyone to know that about you? 
 
What do you think this photo 
communicates about you (use 
adjectives)? 
 
Have you considered what the parents 
of your friends, a teacher or a coach 
might think of you or your friend if 
they saw that post? 
 
How do you think that person would 
feel if he or she saw your post about 
them a few years from now? 
 

Finally, we are in need of 
volunteers to assist teachers in their 
classes.  I will provide all volunteers with 
a free school lunch for the day they 
volunteer.  If you’re interested please 
contact Annette Nelson at 
Annette.nelson@spps.org or 651-744-
8220. 
 
 

Mike Sodomka, Principal 
 

Upcoming 
Events 

i Parent Portal 
Family Night, 
Tuesday, Nov. 
22nd @ 6:00pm 

i FASFA Night, 
Thursday, Dec. 
1st from 2:30-
7pm 

i Parent Teacher 
Association 
Meeting Monday, 
Dec. 5th @ 5:30 

i  Parent Teacher 
Conferences, 
Thursday, Dec. 
15th 4:00 – 
7:00pm 

i SCIT meeting; 
Wednesday, Nov 
30th 2:15pm 
 

 



Parent Portal Family Night is 
Tuesday, Nov. 22nd at 6:00pm!  This is 
an event for all parents who want help 
with Parent Portal; How to log on, User 
Names and Passwords, How to check 
assignments and grades and so much 
more.  Please consider attending to 
learn about St. Paul’s “One Stop”, 
Schoology and CAMPUS.   

Please also come to our Parent 
Teacher Conferences on Thursday, 
Dec. 15th, between 4:00-7:00PM.  
Pizza, provided by title one, will begin 
being served at 4PM until it’s gone.  I 
hope to see you here learning more 
about how you can support your child. 
 The next Parent Teacher 
Organizaiton meeting is on Monday, 
Dec 5th at 5:30 pm at Boca Chica 
Restaurant.  Junior parents, we need 
you!  Now is the time to start to 

Parents Corner 

Seniors and Senior Parents; Please 
consider Joining us or this important 
event! This is intended for students and 
their families. 
 
Filling out the FASFA is an important 
step toward college and we are here to 
help you!  Please take advantage of our 
recourses so we can help make this 
process easy for you and your family! 

Financial Aid Night; December 1st 

Technology Update; Marc Patton (TOSA) 
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prepare for your students senior year.  
Please consider attending a meeting to 
better see how you can get involved in 
your child’s educational success.  

Lastly, parents WE NEED YOU!  
Humboldt High School would like to 
commitment to work with teachers, 
parents, community members, and 
students to take actions in our schools 
that will move us toward the elimination 
of racial disparities and better school 
climates.  

One area of focus for this work 
will be that Humboldt includes parents 
and community member representatives 
on our SCITs (School Climate 
Improvement Teams).  The first 
meeting of the SCIT team is 
Wednesday, Nov. 30th @ 2:15pm.  
Please consider joining us as we tackle 
these important conversations.  
 

 We'll be working on completing 
forms from 2:30pm-4pm. We'll have a 
presentation from the Office of 
Higher Ed in multiple languages from 
4-5pm then we will continue to 
complete the forms with our families 
until 6pm in Humboldts Media 
Center.  We look forward to seeing 
you. 

 

 

 

Hello, my name is Marc Patton and I am 
the new Tech TOSA who manages the 
student iPads. We have rolled out 1,200 
iPads so far to students who turned in 
their Technology Usage form. Below are 
a few reminders for families to know 
about the iPad initiative.  
 
If you would like to learn more about 
our iPad initiative please go to the 
humboldt.spps.org website and select 
the Families tab > iPad Information link. 

x The iPad should be FIRST used 
to complete school work before 
students use the iPad to visit 
the Internet, play games or 
music.  

x Check your child’s iPad and their 
school work regularly.  

x Do not let anyone else in the 
household use the iPad. 

x To supervise the iPad’s use, have 
your child use the iPad in a main 
location like the kitchen or living 
room.  

x To avoid unsupervised iPad use, 
charge the iPad in your bedroom at 
night.  

x Charge the iPad at home and leave 
the charger at home. 

x If your child is not following your 
rules, you have the right to limit 
access to the device.  

 
 

Three classes are joining 
together to build cedar bird 
houses from 7:30 - 8:45 on 
Tuesday, December 6.  
Looking for adult volunteers 
that could help students 
with the process. 
 
The classes are Mr Austin's 
Avid class, Ms Milazzo's 
Environmental Art class, and 
Ms Bejblik's Advanced 
Geometry class.   
 
If you are interested in 
helping, please contact 
Annette @ 651-293-8600 
with your name any help 
would be greatly 
appreciated. 
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Winter Sports are starting! 

Get all you forms in now!  You must have an active 
physical on file with the school, along with your 
MSHSL form and your fee. ($20 for high school & 
$10 dollars for junior high) 
All the sports schedules and results are on the St. 
Paul Public Schools Athletic Website. 

www.sports.spps.org  
Get signed up now!  Turn in all forms and fees to 

the Athletic office: 
651-744-5640 if you have questions 

Sports Update 
Start Dates 

Junior High Girls Basketball – 10/31/16 
Girls Basketball – 11/14/16 
Boys Basketball – 11/21/13 

Wrestling – 11/21/1616 
Junior High Wrestling 11/21/1616 

Boys Swimming and Diving – 11/28/16 
Adapted Coed CI Floor Hockey – 12/12/16 
Adapted Coed PI Floor Hockey – 12/12/16 
Jr. High Boys Basketball - Monday 1/17/17 

    
 

Absences – Students absent from school one or more 
days.  Parents/guardians are required to call the 
school Attendance Line (651-744-5533) to report a 
student absent. Also, parent/guardian needs to send a 
written note with child stating the reason for the 
absence.   

Excused Absences and Tardies include: Doctor’s 
Visit, Sickness, Religious Holiday, and Extreme Family 
Emergency.   

Unexcused Absences and Tardies include: Overslept, 
Missed the Bus, Car Problems, traffic, Needed at 
Home, Cold Weather, and Staying Home to Babysit.  

Attendance Procedures: Absence 
As part of our school-wide behavior incentive system, 
students arriving to school and class on time earn 
Soaring Hawk tickets. Hawk tickets are collected and 
students earn school-wide celebrations and fun 
activities. 

Winter Weather is coming! Cold day absences are 
NOT EXCUSED! 

 For additional questions concerning attendance, 
please contact the Attendance Intervention Specialist 
(651)744-5547. 

 

 

 

Congratulations to the following Fall All Conference and Honorable Mention award winners. 
Boys Soccer 

All Conference:  Ywa Hay Blu Tha & Law Ehpaw Soe 
Honorable Mention:  Me Dow 

Girls Soccer 
All Conference:  Htee Moo Chaw 

Honorable Mention:  Lareh Dohsay 
Girls Tennis 

All Conference:  Alliah Mae Firman & Yusanat Tway 
Honorable Mention:  Eh Hser Nay Taw 

Volleyball 
Honorable Mention:  Juliana Maw 

Girls Swimming 
Honorable Mention:  Ana Rodriguez 

Congratulations to the Humboldt Middle school Boys soccer Team, who are the city champs with 
Nine wins and one tie.  Great  job soccer players! 

Congratulations to Ywa Hay Blu Tha for being selected to the All State soccer first team. 
 

Humboldt Visitor Policy: 
All visitors are required to sign in at the front desk (main entrance).  At that time, you’ll receive a visitor badge 
and must report to the main office.  Visitors are NOT allowed to roam the building without a Humboldt Staff 
member present.  Everyone must follow the visitor policy in order to keep our students, and staff safe.   
If the Humboldt visitor policy is broken, a No Trespass letter will be issued and the visitor would not be allowed to 

be on school property. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How many toothpicks would be in the 5th figure? How many 
toothpicks would be in the 10th figure? How do you know? 

 

 
                                                                   
Tell Ms. Sivanich (or email her at charlotte.sivanich@spps.org) In Room 

2232 if you come up with a solution. First 5 people get a prize! 
 
 

      Minnesota Senator Al Franken 
recently toured Humboldt Senior High 
School’s Academy of Information 
Technology. Senator Franken is visiting 
schools across the state that have in 
place successful school-business 
partnerships. He credits Humboldt for 
encouraging students to seek training 
for good-paying jobs that don’t 
necessarily require a four-year degree. 
The Senator and his staff will highlight 

Al Franken Visits Humboldt 

Puzzle of the Month 
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We’re on the Web! 
http://humboldt.spps.org 

Humboldt High 
School: Small School 

Connections, Big 
Opportunities 

other Minnesota schools in the coming 
weeks as part of his “Advancing Career 
Pathways Tour.”  The Senator came to 
Humboldt in October to tour the AOIT 
program as well as have a round table 
discussion with business partners and 
students. It was great experience for 
everyone. Senator Franken is a big 
supporter of "Learning as you Earn" 
which is just what we are offering here 
at Humboldt.

 

 

6th Grade Reading Workshop classes looking for Volunteer 
Readers 

Do you love reading and have some time to give?  We are looking for 
volunteer readers for our 6th grade Reading Workshop class.  
 
If you have 30 minutes to spare 2-4 times a month, you could share your love 
of reading, meet some awesome 11 and 12 year olds and be a positive 
presence in their reading lives. 
 
Times:  8-8:30a.m.; 10:00-10:45; 12:00-12:30.  Days are flexible. 
 
You’d read with a small group, ask them questions as you read, and get to 
know the students.  
 
Contact Ms. Kesti if you are interested or want to know more: 

 julie.kesti@spps.org 
 

On Monday, 
October 31st the We 
Day, Web/Link, and 
NHS Leaders collected 
food for the 
Neighborhood House 
Food Shelf. The 
students went trick-or-
treating on Halloween 
but collected canned 
goods and candy if the 
neighbors were feeling 
generous.  
 

The total amount 
of food collected was 
850 pounds! That 
exceeds our record of 
550 pounds from last 
year.  
 

We Day, 
Web/Link, and NHS 
participate in a number 
of community service 
events throughout the 
year together.  
 

Go Hawks! 
 


